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A Winter of 
Discontent 


With too much debt and 
not enough snow, ski 
mogul Les Otten 
negotiates a 
slippery slope 
By John Dillon 


L es Otten, who runs America's largest ski 

company, sometimes wishes he were not on 
top. It's cold, and lonely, up there, and 
you're a target for all those who want to see 
you fail. As the founder and chief executive officer 
of American Skiing Co., Otten was often viewed as 
the ski mogul with the Midas touch. Storming out 
of his Maine base five years ago to swallow other 
resorts, Otten was praised as the best thing to hap- 
pen to skiing since metal edges. He was embraced 
as the savior of Pico in Sherburne and Sugarbush 
in Warren, two ski areas perennially teetering 
toward insolvency. While other resort owners 
fought environmentalists, Otten came to the state 
with his checkbook open, ready to deal. He talked 
the green-speak of “new business paradigms.” 
habitat protection, and collaboration, not con- 
frontation. 

But Otten's Midas-like aura has faded. The 
depressing revenue projections and high debt load 
of his American Skiing Co. have soured investors. 
Workers in Vermont and Colorado are upset by 
recent layoffs. A once-fawning press has begun to 
smell blood. Environmentalists are fighting his 
huge development project planned for the base of 
Killington, Otten has postponed some other build- 
ing plans, and now, outside his modest, slopeside 
office in Maine, it has begun to rain — again. 

continued on page 3> 


The Tax-Time Tradition 
that Helps Vermont’s Wildlife 


Please give generously to the Nongamc 
Wildlife Fund on your Vermont tax return. 




Here's a helping hand for 
homebuyers from VHFA: 



It’s Cosy to Shop 

AT THE ONION RIVER CO-OP. 


The Onion River Co-op is the only natural foods 
store in Burlington that's owned by its customers. As 
a member your opinion counts and we donate a portion 
of your food shopping dollars back to the community. 


Anyone can shop, 
anyone can join. 



WhatS up J 
at S * j 


Ghanshyam S. Birla Steve Lehman 



BORDERS 


talks about & signs 
love in the Palm of your Hand 
How lo Use Palmistry tor Successful 


The Tibetans: 

to Survive 


BOOKS, MUSK, VIDEO, AND A CAFE. 

29 Church Street • Church Street Marketplace • 865-271 1 
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What is Lent? 


Lent is the oppo- 
site of borrowed. 

— James Harvey 
Musician 
Burlington 

Giving up some- 
thing for six weeks 
that you would not 
give up for a day, gen- 
erally — and I don't 
participate. And I 
doriit encourage it, 
because it takes away 
from my business! 

— Sarah Rector 
Bartender, Charlie 0's 
Montpelier 

that's in the bottom of 
your pocket. 

— Gary Coffey 
Retail Sales Manager. 
Lake Champlain 
Chocolates 
Huntington 

between Easter and 
Good Friday. 

— Karen Brown 
Sales Associate, 
Rainbow Room 
Middlebury 

. It's a period of. . 
fasting before Easter, 
maybe just in the 
Catholic Church, I'm 

— Lynn Johnson 
Bookseller, Book Rack 

?0uestion Is a weekly 
random question addressed 
to sort of random people . 
Don't look so smug — you 
could tie next. 



HEALING TOUCH 



"■Accelerates healing 
"Promotes deep relaxation 
"Reduces stress and anxiety 
"Decreases pain 


Jane Packard Bryant, RN 

Healing in Comi^on 
2031 Shelburne Road • Call 657-0212 




Fresh, All-Natural Pizza 
Made-to-OrderTo Bake at Home 

TAKE and BAKE PIZZA! 


f $2.00 OFF ANY LARGE PIZZA 

! HOMEBAKE PIZZA ! 

658-5*30 • 1160 WILLISTON 80. (ACROSS FROM THE RAHADA) 
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Odd, strange, curious and weird but true 


Curses, Foiled Again 

Polict in Foster, Rhode 
Island, charged Steven Baron 

pepper gas and grabbed Si 57 


ntil after the robbery, by 


while putting on the masks, 

a cigarette out of his mouth 
and burned his face. Foster 

called the robbery “one of the 


On the Road to 
Nowhere 

A German couple driving 
their BMW after dark was fbl- 

when they came to the Havel 
River in Capurh. Expecting a 
bridge, the 57-year-old driver 


id fall on him. He died 
mandy. 

An unidentified man in th 


560-square-mile governn 
• Gribbles arc eating sub 

one of New York City’s r 
highways. The gribbles, i 
are small, shrimp-like cn 


into noses and mouths.” Uktair 

London’s Guardian newspaper buying 50 


us of his staff as a New 
Year’s gift when they all starred 
beeping ar once. The newspa- 


him to plow inc 

Hey, Mister, That’s Me After the accidc 
up on the Jukebox that ail 50 page 

Police in Oakdale, 




stopping. "Normally, accidents 1 
police spokesperso 


•JeroIdNi 


:h Dakota, but one of die 


m by nam 


“She tol 


mask off, that 

I County prosecutor Ken Varns 
I said. "He put the gun away, 

he mask off, sat down at 
line and played lottery 


of thing can happen wl 
people rely too much on tech- 
nology." 

More Modern Woes 

The Department of Energy 
reported the number of radio- 

plcx, which used to make plu- 

last year. The plants suck up 
contaminated ground water, 
then spread radioactivity whei 


trolled them, but since 
Clean Water Act of 19. 
gribblc population has 









Middle East to thicken the 

for cosmetic brushes. Before 
stored outdoors, where the 
Residents complain they find 


BLACKENED RED SNAPPER (lUnn„ , 

i 

^TROPP rrr. 1 


It »<&*** 




I 

20% OFF ANY OF OUR I 
FAJITAS WITH THIS COUPON I 
DELIVERY AVAILABLE ! 

865-FOOD 1 


Accidents Will Happen 


got out of his car, however, 


Fertile Imagination 

Puerto Rican lawmaker 
Augusto Sandier Fuentes su 
geared that the island’s econt 


OKfjMCOtijmCOKQMC 

Because we now buy DIRECT from 
California organic growers, we are able 
to cut out a full week of shipping time. 

You won't find FRESHER produce anywhere! 

ttfjOkijMcm 

OG Haas Avocados $1.25 each 

0G Hamlin Juice Oranges 10/S1.99 

OG Large California Broccoli $1.29 each 

OG Green Beans $1.69 lb. 

OG Colossal White Garlic $2.29 lb. 

OG Roasted Peanuts in Shell $1.99 lb. 



SEVEN DAYS february 17, 1999 






Adventurous 

Traveler 

Bookstore 


Travel Guides and Maps 
to the Wbrid 

245 S. Champlain St 860-6776 



Up to 30% off '99 
winter merchandise! 


.863.0539 »»|WW1 




A Winter of 
Discontent 


With too much debt and not enough snow, 
ski mogul Les Otten negotiates a slippery slope 




1* 


> N 







What’s Sound Advice? 

Don't put beans up your nose? Don't pee in the dark? 

No, Vermont's weekly read on what's hot and what's not in Vermont music. 


Fd0DS 

CO-OP 


Council Supports 
to Organize 

Dn City Council passed the following resolution. 
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If you can't find SEVEN DAYS 
where you shop, ask your 
friendly merchant. 


Presidents 


ML 

OUTERWEAR 
ON SALE 

fli NOW... BIG 
J ^ PRICE CUTS! 


AS CLASSIEST ADULT ONt-STO 

M4CO 


‘ 80i.893.2977 


The Tax-Time Tradition 
that Helps Vermont’s Wildlife 

Please give generously to the Nongame 
Wildlife Fund on your Vermont ta 


True Chiu 

Continued from page 1 

Mendelssohn. Prokofiev anc 
Ravel, composers with a nee 

choice which probably elicit- 

Romantic or vinuosic aspects 
of Mendelssohn and Prokofiev. 
But Chiu is up to the chal- 
lenge. 

Chiu, "whether that music 


,«H«§ \ 



At The ANNUAL '£?' 

GMM1 ; 

‘SSS? '99 : 

At The ANNUAL §» 

GMM1IJ 

& BETTER ‘OO 
LIVING 

gD2(°^ 


February 27 & 28 | 


sas ?,P3.oo 
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Bytes 


By Margy Levine Young 
and Jordan Young 



e-mail with this kind of subject 
line. You may have even for- 

you read no further in this col- 
umn. read this: Don't do it 



it better will use it to make our 
lives miserable. And in a small 









ed to look at “The Fine Print" 
at the end of this column.) 

When you get an e-mail 
virus message from someone. 











Because that's all your e- 
mail is doing, it can't format 



more than your VCR nr fax ^ 
machine can. 


Asusual.theWorldW.de 
Web has a wealth of infbrma- 



Capabiliry, a pan of the 

oufof DOE's early Softs to 
keep track of security threats 










here’s whar they say about how 
technical gobblcdygook and 





That's what an 


[tBiiMWJIJIL-tt 




^Technology Malefactor will take] 


your nice tame e-mail program 




unstaa 


urn it into a monster 


estroy your persona 


Response Teams (CERTs) 
worldwide. If you have real 

a DOE Computer Incident 

htrp://www.first.org 





^anything about the FCC 
hoax. According to the FCC 





ed anyone. ® 

puten and the Internet from 
Cornwall Vermont . Drop them 
a lint at mj7daytQgnrw.com — 


Solutions. 

We’ve been providing them 
to Vermonters since 1 995. 


#-:SOVERNe[- 



10% OFF ALL TO GO ORDERS 
LUNCJHOR DINNER 

Pa/urna, 









sOUm 

I Advi 

*. 

where to go 

■r 

ssrrssiyssssr"" 

s sssssttsSsr 

Pipitp.... 

? 

MAY THE VOICE BE WITH YOUo,, n . D «,«, 


^ w “ * ,he 



fatthfal irhiiwulnp iht hu Jnt 



OLYMPIC CENTER 

' LAKE PLACID — — 

★ SAT. FEB. 20th ■ 8PM ! ★ 


NATALIE ■ 

MERCHANT 


rjccanijioj w^nn^ncutRiin on 


★ DON'T YOU DARE MISS IT! ★ 


17 





... ■■ ' ss 

Bio CIIY IK blind rack). Wobblr 


HESS*" 

18 
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RJ’s Unisex Hair Salon 


V All Specialty Occasions V 
Manicures V Waxing 
V Perm Sale V 

BIOLAGE ■ PAUL MITCHELL • NIOXIN 


463 ST. PAUL ST. BURLINGTON 863.8*77 






NewCollege 




_See for Yourself. 




’('W» 




Why would 1 W ') 
Quality Conscious Consumers & Practitioners 
from all 50 States & over 60 Countries call as? 


[Expori^^g^al Vermont" Dining at— 

MOU 


Higher 

Ground 

March 17th 
@ 9pm 
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IANE ZZZZ 

SERJES 

>J = 

f-1* 

[ BT" NATIONAL OPERA 

1 OF ITALY IN 

eT “OTELLO” 


EBRUARY 26 


paulon. lull and betrayal. 

a 5 

n 


JLFl CALL 6 56-3 

85 or 86-FLYNN 


WIRTER SALE/ 

_ 'ST! 

TCf/o of? all tw calendars 


3Cf40?f all Cloftang 

ShK 

7Sf/o off all jeu*hy 
(Perfect for your Valenfme.0 

3&5cr 


Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of 
Arthur Miller's Masterpiece 
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REAL MUSIC 

i7 THE COURT 
of LoVE 


mm SAUDRA WRIGHT.,, 


8Loo2oToHy 
wm JAMES HARVE) „„ 


cHRoME COWWS,, 



$1.00 PINTS 

Sunday -Thursday 

Bud, Bud Light, Molson 
& Honey Brown 



Open at 4pm 

FREE FOOD 

provided by 
Kountry Kart 

$2.50 Sam Adams 
Pints 


NEW HOURS: 

Mon.-Thurs. open al 7pm 
Friday at 4. Sal 7pm, Sun 8pm 

862.1564 



Calendar 







Sunday 



drama 

'DEATHTRAP-: Sc- febnniy IS. 2 


PLAY READING: D*aJ lilctui doll 






mm b 


presents... 

Feb. 19th & 20th 

QUADRA 

$3/$5 18+ 


every Wednesday 

FREE POOL 
ALL NIGHT 

every thursday 

TNT DJ & 
KARAOKE 

8 BALL 

TOURNAMENT 
at 7:30 


Thursday 

Acourtit Fpy<6<My 

Friday 

Billing! Brew Ba hJ 
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flff*Fne©n 

Xm 

with 

Rosemary Gladstar 
Job Rosemary Gledstar 
h a light repast of dainty 
sandwiches, scones & 
cream, & pots of piping 
hot lea. Thts is your 
to have a relaxing 
conversation with an 
amazing woman k 
incredible herbalist. 
Formal tea will be 
accompanied by 

Sunday Afternoon, 
February 25, 14p.m. 
$40 

S B8 


VT's only 
Super Club 


D’GUYS 


Dtvoom* 

From 107.1 FM 


FREE POOL ON FRIDAY 


Danny's Pub 


Central Vermont's 
Hottest Pub & 
Karaoke Bar 

99 ? 

drafts 

Sunday-Thursday 

TUES-WED-THURS 

K A R A OKS 


J&Jt- frtuM c 
Friday & Saturday Nights 

Feb. 19 & 20 
SILVER WINGS 


18 & Up Club Bachelor 
& Birthday Parties 

479-0534 




M °802-H44-5457 

4w ffih 

1-802-479-0234 

s s m 



Uu^n 'Pu^m ( 

AUrSGu 

Open MoirSat, Noon- 1:30am 


Playmate 

Entertainment 


GORGEOUS 
EXOTIC 
DAOCERS & 
WODEWI 


BWT BACHSWR 6 
^^--^BfRTHDAY 
^H^xPAimtS 


m 


• One by Ones 

• Pub Engagements 

• Private Modeling £ 

Promotions 

serving 

VT, MA. NH. ME & 


Positions available 
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279 North Winooski Avenue 
Burlington. VT 05401 
(802) 860-4057 ext. 20 




mvw.logelhtr.net 1 - 800 - 846-0542 inlo('' : together, net 











call to artists 
openings a£*£S 



Recent Wocka of BcekenVPanoru. 



Danmouth College, Hanover, N 
603-646-2814. Through March 

THE TEAPOT OREAMS, handma, 



Line up your 
appointment 
now! 

20 ■ otf AVEDA ^ ^ 

% 1 

if A a 

150 B Churth Street • Burlington 

THE O 

mm, 

ROOM £ 

■ 864.2088 • Arrow Iron. City Hell 


weekly listings on www.sev 




The Tax-Time Tradition 
that Helps Vermont’s Wildlife 

Please give generously to the Nongame 
Wildlife Fund on your Vermont tax return. 











f \ m ^ the hoyts cinemas 

FiLMQuiz 


















s.SSSy 

lom.«l.M-F«7.. m (30361 


g§§£ PS|P^ 

fr' i sL“. 0 £"irs“ : 

&jgs^ :»?»«* ws&b#"-** 




Classifieds • 864.5684 



NASTY GIRLS!!! 

Hall live! QC) ( - 


RED MEAT 


Max’ cannon 


SERVICES 
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last week’s 
answers 
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4 digit box numbers can be contacted either through voice mail or by letter. 3 digit box numbers 
can only be contacted by tetter. Send letter along w/ $5 to PO Box 1164, Burlington, VT 05402 


PHONE BLOCKED FROM 
DIALING 900 NUMBERS? 

Respond To Personals 
Using Your Credit Card! 


1 800 - 710-8727 


LOVE IN CYBERSPACE. POINT YOUR WEB BROWSER TO http://WWW.SEVENDAVSVT.COM TO SUBMIT YOUR MESSAGE ON-LINE. 


(PchMh 


m to (Pfthlon 


lo place your FREE personal ad with Person to Person 




Get »«»« Fin! 
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